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CCP EDITOR DISCUSSES NEW PARTY REFORM MOVEMENT

The main points of an editorial entitled "Reorientation of Party Opera-

tional Procedures and Improvement of Party Orgenization," which appeared in

" the 1 July 1950 issue of the Peiping Jen-min- Jih-pao, follow. The editorial
- was written in commemoration of 29th anniversary of the founding of CCP.

Reorienting Party (_)Rgarationa.l Procedures

_One of the important operational procedures of the CCP is the practice
of self-criticism, which 1s exercised as & means of educating the Party, en-
suring continuous correction of mistakes by Party members, and guaranteeing
the progress of Party activities. The recent movement to readjust operational
procedures again introduced by the CCP Central Committee is thus the equiv-
alent. of & large-scale self-criticlsm program, resulting from the appearance:
oi -deficlencies and errors during the past year, particularly the error of
authoriterjanism. This new movement is designed to afford systematic cor-
rection of ,these defects and errors. -

Liu, Shao-ch'i, in & speech in commemoration of 1 Mey, said: “"Within a short
time after the PLA began its southward advance ‘after 20 April 1949, the entire
mainland of China, with the exception of Tibet, was liberated. Because of the
great size of the texritory occupied, Party activities were complicated, and ex-
perienced cadrés were lacking. Large numbers of new cadres were recruited, but
there was not sufficient time to devote to thelr training. As & result, many
defects and errors appeared in operations. We must look at the problem from an
over-ell point of view. We must consider both successes and failures and the
earnest endeavors and mistakes on the part of the cadres. All the people are
praising our successes, but at the same time they are demanding that we correct
the defects and mistakes which bave already developed. We must recognize these
mistakes and defect§, and correct them. The Cenfral Committee of the CCP has
already handed down & declsion to extend the policies of ‘criticism and self-crit-
icism and slso to reindoctrinate the operational cadres. After these steps are

completed, we believe that our defects and mistakes will have been corrected."”
The Party-wide reorientation movement will have a great effect in raising

the awareness of the entire Party and in advancing Party activities. In re-
gard to this, Our party has already experienced two such movements., The first
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occurred in 194243 during the War of Resistance. At that time, the main points
of consideration in the reorientation Jere the high-level end niddle-level agen-
cies of leadership and their operational personnel. It was necessary then to
correct a tendency towsrds dogmatism within the Party and & tendency towards lib-
"erialism on the part of ‘the intelligentsia who had just begun to participate in
the revolution. These tendencies were corrected by study of appropriate docu-
mepts and by thought examination.

Tn suming up the achievements of this movement, Meo Tse-tung in December
1947 said, "The reorientation moverent of oux Party during the period of the War
of Resistence has been completely successful. The result of this success consti-
tutes a basic change in chich our leadership agencies and many cadres have suc-
ceeded in aligning the concrete objectives of the Chinese revolution with the Uni-
versal truths of Marxism-Leninism. This development marked & great step forward
in comparison with previous steps in the development of the CCP prior to the War
of Resistance.

"Many problems connected with local organization of the Party, Lowever, still
remain to be solved. This is especially true in the case o” undesirable elements
and deviations from the Party 1line ip the basic units of organization in rural
areas."

The second. such movewsnt occurred in 1947-48 during the disturbed period of
the struggle for liberation and implementation of land reform. At that time, the
emphasis of the reorientation was directed towards the basic units of organization
in the rural areas. Many landlords and rich farmers had infiltrated the Party,
many Party members hed retained conriections withlandlords & and rich farmers and
many rural cadres had become separated from the masses. The method of correcting
this situation was to invite the non-Party wasses to attend Party conferences and
4o Jjoin in exsmining the Party members, cadres, and operational procedures through
the Party branches. These corrective measures served to improve relations between
the Party and the masses in the rural areas and aided in expending the land reform
and [temporary/ military administrative activities.

The present reorientation wmovement differs from the previous two in the cir-
cumstances under which it arises and 1ts objectives. As & result, the methods of
effecting the reorientation must be different. This reorientation is wade neces-
sary by the rapid liberation of the entire country. Tts main objectives are to
correct the tendency towards authoritarianism, strengthen the ties between the
Party and the masses in the cities and villages, and consolidate the domocratic
united front. In this way, we may racilitate the implementation of land reform
in the rural portions of newly liberated &reas and the regulation of commerce and
industry in urban-areas. The method to be employed in reorienting Party activi-
ties will be to convcke cadre reorientation conferences on the various levels or
4o establish reorientation training classes. In either case, the practice will
be to study the report delivered by Mao Tse-tung at the third plenary session of
the Seventh Congress of the CCP and other designated documents, to reach general
conclusions on operetions in the area associated with the participants in the con-
ference or class, and to extend the practice of criticism and self-criticism.

The cadres are emphasized in thls program sO that they may bear an increasing
responsibility in the conduct of Party operations.

The primary elements in the program of the reorientation conferences and
classes will be criticism and self-criticism. Cases of criminal error or op-
portunism revealed by the reorientation procedures, which are to be subject to
punishment or correction, will be turned over the appropriate agency for dis~
position. Thils step will be tasken to achieve cooperation between operating
units and to'awid repetition of mistakes wncovered in previous examinations,
and is not intended to reduce emphasis on necessary punishments or correction.
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Improving Party Orgenization

Improving Party organization and reorienting the Party's operational pro-

cedures are two aspects of one general objective, the improvement of the Party's
... political nature, vhich in turn is intended to strengthen the Party's ties with
“« the wasses,

The CCP is the party of the Chinese working classes, but from the view-
voint of the social origins of the Party meumbers, those with a farm background
hold a preponderant position. This situation-was determined by the conditions
of .China's society and particularly .by the speciel historical condi-
tions 'in the development of the Chinese revolution, out of course could not,
and in practice did not, injure the CCP's cless nature. Liu Shao-ch'l in his
book Digcussions on the Party expressed it well when he said, "No conclusions
can be reached Zas to his attitudes and action_s] by considering only the social
origins of the Party member. The decisive factors are the political struggles
and political life of the sarty, its thought indoctrinstion, thought guidance,
and political guidance. Our Party's geperal and organizational principles guar-
antee that the ideas and objectives of the proletariat will maintaln 2 ruling
position within the Party."

In addition, from the viewpoint of component parts by class of the Party, we
must recognize two facts: (1) if the various proletarian classes, including work-
ers, hired farm hands, poor farmers, and the urhan indigent, are computed together
with those who enjoy & semiproletarian status, their strength in local Party mem-
bership, based on 1949 date, would be 62 percent of the total of 3 ,260,000 mem-
bers; (2) approximately one million of our Party members have suffered a ration~
ing-system existence throughout a long period of strifs and revolution and have
undergone o severe life of warfere under Communism. From the viewpoint of degree
of awareness and mode of life, these members constitute the finest element among
the working classes.

These factors do not mean, however, that our party can be satisfied with the
present organizational situation, which has developed under the restrictions im-
posed by historical conditions. Since the second plenary session of the Seventh
National Congress of the CCP, held in March 1949, the Party has already glven
strong emphasis to absorbing members of the working class. . For example, of the
3,350 new members added in Peiping in 1949, workers conatitited more than 50 per-
vent. In the last 4 months of 1949, 6,648 new members wexe added in Tientsin, of
which 73 percent were workers. The Central Committee of the CCP expects to absorb
one third of the industrial workers into the Party by degrees within 3-5 years as
they reach full revolutionary consciousness. In addition, it has been decided
that further admittance of new members in rural portions of old liberated areas
will be terminated. In rural portions of newly liberated areas, the Party or-
ganization will not be extended until after the completion of land reform.

The CCP is now the world's second largest political party of the working
classes. In its development, it bas undergone changes in conformance with very-
ing historical circumstances, In the period of the first domestlc revolutionary.
war | (bhe Northern Ex'peditiox) _ in 1924-27, the Party had a membership of 59,000
persons, but. the failure of the revolution at this time brought about its re-
auction to approximately 10,000. In the period of the second domestic revolution-
ary var (local revolutions) in 1934, the Party increased in membership to 300,000,
but reversals were again suffered and the number dropped once more. At the out-
bresk of the war against Japan in 1937, Party membership totaled only 40,000.
During the war, membership mounted continuously and by V-J Day the figure had
reached 1,210,000, Of the present 5 million, 1,200,000 are in the armed forces
and 3,400,000 in the three districts of North ‘China, East China, and the North-
east. The reascn for the preponderance of membership in the three districts is
that they are in the category of old liberated areas. Even so, new members re-
present & large percentage of total membership in those districts.
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A total of 1,400,000 new members were added to the Party throughout the coun-
try in 1949. Because of this large number, it was unavoidsble that many should
not be properly qualified as members and even a few opportunists were included, .
but this situation will be remedied. To {ncrease tie political awareness of meubers, 1
in the future qualificatlons for membership will be raised. |

The CCP must not only adjust the class composition of Party members, but also
must emphasize educating new members. Sultable measures must be taken to correct
or expel opportunists and similar elements already in the Party who are unwilling
to amend their mistakes after experienclng the educational process.

Only by improving Party-organization, and reorienting Party operational pro-
cedures can the effaective solidarity of the masses be achieved and the decisions
of the third plepary session of the Seventh National Congress on the CCP and the
second session of the national committee of the Chins People's Political Consul-
tative Conference be put imto effect., These Party gosls aust also be achieved to
secure basic imgrovements in the national economic and financial situation, to ef-
fect land reform in newly liberated areas, and to gain victory over the interven-
tion of US imperialism and thereby liberate Teivan and all other Chinese territory.
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